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Spreading the word one card at a time 
By JOHN ARBTER 

woodctystringer@gmail.com 

Many people have 
suspicious natures -
meaning that they have 
doubts about the mes­
sage and the motives of 

• others.
Perhaps that is as a

consequence of living in
the modern. world. Per­
haps, it is because of the
amount -of fraud which
seems to dominate mod­
ern, civil society.

Certainly, the relega­
tion of Christianity to a
back-bench role in the
nation has contributed
to this sense of ill ease.

'In God we trust' has
been under attack in the
United States for quite
some time.

These circumstanc-
es have forced many to
hold their faith tightly ·
to themselves. In a way
to protect their faith, and
possibly as a person­
al shield against all the
new levels of evil in the
world.

That is a sad state.
One of the true joys of
faith is to be able to see
it at work in the words
and actions of others.
Somehow the fast pace
of life in the 21st .century
seems to be stealing this
feature away.

When, there then is
presenteq, someone
who is willing to share

thoughts on faith, it is an 
• exciting thing.

Yantis resident Gerald
Schmi_dt rarely goes any­
where without his cards.
Contained on both sides
of small calling cards is
a wealth of thought-pro­
·voking ideas designed
to do one thing, start
a conversation about
Christianity.

That conversation
could be with Schmidt,
or with oneself, or with
God.

It was the experi­
ence of some events in 
Schmidt's life which
led him to become a
card-carrier for Christi­
anity. The events are·sep­
arated by many years.

The first happened as
a young man. He was 28
years old.

As Schmidt relates, "I
was a young guy, had a
degree in electrical en­
gineering, served a stint
in Vietnam as a signals
officer, got picked up
by a major corporation,
and had just complet­
ed a graduate degree,
when I read a copy of
Earl Nightingale's 'Cap­
stone Course on Life.' I
thought I had -it all in life
at that stage, but some­
thing was missing."

Schmidt admitted that
he was both 'mad and
glad' to have tripped
across Nightingale's
writings - glad, that he

had found it and mad 
that he was only now 
in his life discovering a 
simple Christian-based 
approach to living. 

The second event oc­
curred some 25 years 
ago. 

Schmidt had built a 
successful career as an 
industrial salesman 
specializing in drilling 
equipment. 

His. work took him. 
around the world with 
considerable time spent 
in Korea, Italy and what 
is now Croatia - all ma­
jor locations for interna­
tional drilling compa-
. " rues. 
Additionally, he and 

his wife Joy had lived 
throughout the United 
States, with consider­
able time in the Houston 
area. 

It was while at the 
height of his career that 
he awoke one day from 
a nap. 

"I sat straight up and 
said out loud, "Yes Fa-

ther, I will!" 
While he cannot re­

call what caused him to 
speak those words. He 
immediately stood up, • 
fetched a Bible and be­
gan to read. That event 
spurred a study of the 
Bible which has been on­
going for over a quarter 
of a century. 
. The third prompting 
event occurred while 
on a field trip with his 
young daughter, Milla. 

They were walking, 
with a guide, through 
a wildlife area north­
east of Sulphur Springs. 
He and the guide had a 
discussion about these 
events in his life. He was 
challenged by the field 
guide to reach out to 
others. 

And so it began. 
Schmidt freely admits 
that he has been heavily 
influenced by authors 
Earl Nightingale (The 
Strangest Secret), Mat­
thew Kelly (Becoming 
the Best Version of You), 

and Emmitt Fox (The 
Sermon on the Mount). 

However, the simple 
positive messages of life, 
he suggests, are already 
given to us throughout 
the Bible. He often refers 
to Proverbs 4:23: "With 
closest custody, guard 
your heart, for in it are 
the sources of life." 

Schmidt takes great 
consolation in those 
words, and when cou­
pled with a maxim taken. 
from Nightingale, 'We 
become what we think 
about,' he describes 
what he does as "invit­
ing people to Christ." 

There is much to con­
template on those sim­
ple cards Schmidt freely 
provides to strangers. 
Two banners are printed 
on each card. One de­
clares 'Thoughts deter­
mine your life,' and the 
second questions 'Who 
or what shapes your 
1!£ ?' we. 

The messaging on the 
cards contains a list of 
Christian life basics, a 
self-test to judge one's 
conduct, a summation 
of exactly what each per­
son controls in their life 
and a challenge to rede­
fine that life. 

Speaking with people 
about religion is often 
fertile ground for misun­
derstanding or a ques­
tioning of an agenda. 

Schmidt acknowledg-

Gerald Schmidt of Yantis has a 
unique ministry. 

es this, but adds, _'.'I find 
that most people I speak 
with alf\;!ady have much 
faith." 

He also admitted that 
it can be a struggle when 
speaking with main­
stream church hierarchy. 

Schmidt offered the 
thought, "While teach­
ing us how to live, Jesus 
took great issue with the 
hierarchy of the church 
of the day." 

Schmidt views his in� 
vitations as simply one 
man's attempts to nur­
ture Christ-like conduct 
throughout the county. 
Given the many chal­
lenges facing the nation, 
increasing the discus­
sion of and exposure to 
Christianity may be the 
only best way forward. 


